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The St. Ephrem Religious Education is responsible for the 
religious formation for all parishioners.  
 

We provide: 
• Religious education for students entering 1st grade and 

older. 
 Year 2 students celebrate 1st reconciliation & 1st Eucharist,  

if ready. 
 Confirmation Year 2 students celebrate confirmation,  

if ready. 
• Baptism preparation for parents expecting children or have 

children yet to be baptized. 
• RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) for any adult who 

would like to enter into full communion with the Catholic 
Church. 

• Marriage formation for both those who are engaged and for 
those who have been civilly married and want to receive the 
benefits of having a sacramental marriage. 

 

Sacramental Out-of-Sequence Students:   

If you have a child that: 
• Is over 7 years of age and has yet to 

receive baptism or 1st Eucharist 
• Is over 15 years of age and has yet to 

receive confirmation 
Please contact Mr. Leonardi ASAP to make 
an appointment. 
 

Youth Ministry: 
High school students are invited to Teens Gathered In Faith 
(T.G.I.F.) at St. Jane Frances de Chantal parish. 
Please contact Mr. Ben Klassen 586-977-8080, Ext. 108 or email: 
bklassen@sjfparish.org. 

4 

 

 

Parental Role for religious education:   
St. John Paul II affirmed that parents are 
the “first and most important educators of 
their own children.” RE classes supplement 
and support the parent’s mission and rely 
on “constant and active” participation in the 
student’s religious education. 
 

As role models and primary educators of 
the faith, parents are encouraged to 
worship together as a family including 
regularly celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and weekly attendance at 
Mass, to be actively involved with 
assignments, and to participate in parish 
community life. 

 
Catechesis: Centers on sharing the Gospel message, presenting 
Christian values and principles, building community, and leading 
people into service and prayer.  
 

It is a gradual process through which a catechist leads a student to a 
greater understanding and love for Jesus Christ through His Catholic 
Church. Therefore, it is imperative that students progress through all 
8 years of religious education and are able to continue learning in 
other ways after Confirmation.  
 

Community: Participation in parish life is a vital part of building 
community. While together we make up the Body of Christ, only when 
we are working together that we build up our church community. Of 
utmost importance is attending Mass weekly as a family. It is here 
that students will encounter Jesus physically in the Eucharist, and 
share with their classmates the joy that flows from Him.   
 

Once we are able to attend in-person, various programs and activities 
are held to encourage encounters with RE families, such as our pizza 
parties, family movie nights, our mom’s group– S.M.I.L.E., parish 
picnic, various faith building series, or coffee and donuts after Mass. 
Families are invited to attend the various opportunities here and are 
encouraged to help continue to build up our parish. 
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Years 1 through 6: The new Archdiocese of Detroit Curriculum will be 
implemented this year using “Christ Our Life” by Loyola Press. 
Designed to have student Encounter, Grow, and Witness Jesus, the 
program is rich in content of Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, with emphasis on the New Evangelization.  
 
Family Involvement: At the end of every chapter and unit, there are 
assignments for students to bring the faith home! Features include 
fun family challenges, celebration of baptismal anniversaries, and 
ways to help build the Catholic identity in everyday family life. 
 
1st Reconciliation and 1st Eucharist: Dynamic Catholic’s “Blessed” 
video-based curriculum. Students will take a journey with cartoon 
friends to understand the sacraments to make a good first 
confession, understand the True Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
and be encouraged to visit the sacraments regularly.  
 
Confirmation Years: Ascension Press’ video-based series which are 

invaluable for communicating the faith as 
students journey toward confirmation.   
 

“Chosen” catechizes and challenges teens 
to fully embrace a life in Christ, preparing 
students both intellectually and spiritually 
to receive the sacrament of confirmation 
and to become lifelong disciples of Christ.   
 

“Altaration” explains the “why’s” 
behind the “what’s” in the Mass. 
Starting on September 17th, parents 
can experience this program too! 

 
 

“Theology of the Body for Teens: Middle 
School Edition” is a chastity program 
for 6th-8th grades giving answers to 
their tough questions concerning their 

bodies, their sexuality, and their future! This is a new program we are 
introducing this year! 
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Arrival Procedure: Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we will begin 
class via Zoom virtual classes. Parents will be e-mailed a link 
which they will use to have their student(s) sign into their 
classroom. Once we start in-person classes, we will follow the 
guidelines put forth by the Archdiocese of Detroit and the CDC. 
Additional information will be given at that time regarding 
Arrival/Dismissal Procedures. 

 
Tardiness Policy: A student is tardy when 
arriving after 6:30 pm. If tardiness begins to 
become constant, the PCL will contact parents. 

 
Online Requirements: Students will be required 
to sign into Zoom for class time. We will begin 

with prayer immediately at 6:30pm and students will be put into 
breakout rooms with their classes.  

 
Recording: Every Catechist and the PCL will be recording every 
interaction (including video and chat room interactions) that 
occur on Zoom to help maintain a safe environment. Under no 
circumstances should an adult be alone in a Zoom class with a 
minor. 

 
Cancelled Class: If a Catechist is unavailable, that Catechist will 
put together a video lesson for their students to be done 
sometime throughout the week. Students are invited to log into 
Zoom for prayer, but it is not required. Video lessons recorded by 
the Catechist will be published either on a private YouTube 
channel or on a Google Drive and will require the students to 
submit some sort of work for their attendance.  
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Attendance Policy:  Consistent attendance is important for 
students to grow in understanding of their faith formation lessons. 
This is especially important in the 2-years of sacramental 
preparation. Reception of sacraments may need to be delayed if a 
student is without good attendance. 
 
Absence Policy: As soon as possible, please call the RE Office 
directly at (586) 264-2777 and notify Mrs. Brown of a student‘s 
absence or tardiness. Please state the student’s name, class, and 
reason for the absence. Absent Students (excused or not) must 
make up the work from the classes they have missed. Catechists 
will check the work to make sure they are caught up. 
 

If we receive no notification, we will make every effort to contact 
parents of unexcused absent students during class time. Our 
policy is to contact the family after the student misses 3 classes 
and again at 5 classes. If a student is absent for more than 5 
classes, then discernment will be needed to determine if student 
needs additional tutoring before class. 

 

Snow Days/Emergency Closings: As we are having virtual 
classes, no snow days or emergency days are expected. If/when 
we return in-person sessions, additional information will be 
communicated at that time.  

 

Dress Code: General school dress of appropriate lengths; no 
inappropriate/offensive t-shirts.  
 
Cell Phones/Electronics: Other than what is needed to log onto 
Zoom, no other electronics are permitted. 
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Please discuss the following rules and policies with 
students to help us maintain an effective program.  

   

Code of Conduct:  All participants in St. Ephrem’s RE program will 
conduct themselves in a manner that promotes and models Christian 
living and Catholic morality. Our classroom environments are caring, 
nurturing, orderly, safe, respectful, and conducive to learning, 
reflection, and prayer.  
 

All participants in the RE program will help create, promote, and 
model an atmosphere that is free from bullying, harassment, and 
intimidation.   
 

Demonstrate and model: 
• Honesty and trustworthiness 
• Good manners and courtesy 
• Consideration for the feelings of others 
• Self-control and self-discipline 
• Fairness and following the rules 
• Compassion, kindness and forgiveness 
• Good citizenship, respect for authority 
Treat others the way you want to be treated.  

 
Like Jesus, we must be open to reconciliation when there is conflict.  
With a spirit of forgiveness, we encourage students to make good 
choices. When a student’s behavior disrupts the classroom, the 
following disciplinary policy is followed: 

 
Discipline Policy:   

1st Offense: The catechist will speak to the student on the day the 
offense occurs and suggest ways for improvement.   

 
2nd Offense:  The student will be sent to the RE Office and the 
situation will be handled at the discretion of the PCL and the 
student’s parent or guardian.  
   
3rd Offense:  A plan of action will need to be made with catechist, 
PCL and parent. 
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All students are required to learn the  
Prayer of Spiritual Communion! 

 
Each student is responsible for knowing the following: 
 
Year 1-  By Dec 14th- Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail  

             Mary, & Glory Be 
   By April 26th- Grace Before Meals, Grace After  

      Meals, & Guardian Angel Prayer  
 

Year 2-  By Nov 30th- Form for the Sacrament of  
     Reconciliation & Act of Contrition  
   By May 4th- 7 Sacraments & Morning Offering  

               Prayer 
 

Year 3–  By Dec 14th- Apostles Creed & The Fatima Prayer 
   By April 26th- Ten Commandments, Hail Holy   

               Queen & The Rosary Breviary Prayer 
 

Year 4-  By Dec 14th- Memorare 
   By April 26th- Confiteor & Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
Year 5-  By Dec 14th- Anima Christi & Gloria 

  By April 26th- Nicene Creed 
 

Year 6-  By Dec 14th- Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
   By April 26th- Sorrowful & Glorious Mysteries  

 
CY 1-   By Dec 14th- All 4 Mysteries of the Rosary 
   By April 26th- Prayer to the Holy Spirit & 12 Fruits  

               of Holy Spirit 
 

CY 2-   By Dec 14th- Angelus & Precepts of the Catholic  
             Church  

   By April 26th- 7 Gifts of Holy Spirit 
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Media Policy for Students: Students will be recorded 
while in Virtual Classrooms. Images of students or 
use of their name is not permitted by anybody unless 
permission has been granted by parents as indicated 
on the student’s Media Release form for the current 
RE year. 
 
Guest Students:  Guests are welcome, but the PCL or RE secretary 
must be notified prior to class to prepare catechists. Guests 
attending frequently will be asked to register for RE Classes. 
 
Address/Phone Number Changes:  Please notify the RE Office of 
changes in address, email, or phone numbers. Accurate contact 
information is needed for parent benefit and for student safety.  

 
Remind Sign-Up:   
To help communicate with RE 
families for class cancellations and 

important reminders, we utilize an instant messaging system called 
Remind that sends message through the Remind App or text 
messages directly to parent’s cell phone. 
 
Parents are to register for each student’s class by downloading the 
“Remind: School Communication” app or by texting the unique code 
that relates to the student’s year (noted below) to the number 
“81010”: 

Year 1 Text  81010  To @Ephrem1  

Year 2 Text  81010 To @Ephrem2 

Year 3 Text 81010 To @Ephrem3 

Year 4 Text 81010 To @Ephrem4 

Year 5 Text 81010 To @Ephrem5 

Year 6 Text 81010 To @Ephrem6 

Confirmation Yr. 1 Text 81010 To @EphremCY1 

Confirmation Yr. 2 Text 81010 To @EphremCY2 
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CLASS DATES Special Activities 

September 14, 2020  First Day of Class! 

September 21, 2020  CY1 Confirmation Parent Meeting 

September 28, 2020   

October 5, 2020   

October 12, 2020  1st Reconciliation Parent Meeting 

October 19, 2020   

October 26, 2020  “All Saints and Souls Festival” TBD 

November 2, 2020   

November 9, 2020   

November 16, 2020   

November 23, 2020   

November 30, 2020   

December 7, 2020  Advent Reconciliation 

December 14, 2020    

December 21-28, 2020  No RE Classes—Christmas Break              

January 4, 2021   

January 11, 2021   

January 18, 2021  No RE Classes—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

January 25, 2021 "Circle of Grace" 

February 1, 2021  Adoration 

February 8, 2021  

February 15, 2021  No RE Classes—Midwinter Break 

February 22, 2021   

March 1, 2021  1st Eucharist Parent Meeting 

March 8, 2021   

March 15, 2021  Lenten Reconciliation 

March 22, 2021  Adoration 

March 29, 2021   

April 5, 2021  No RE Classes—Easter Break 

April 12, 2021  Confirmation Celebration—Pizza Party @ 6 PM 

April 19, 2021   

April 26, 2021 
1st Eucharist Rehearsal during Class/Confirmation 

Year 2 Sponsors in Class 

May 3, 2021 Closing Mass & Ice Cream Social 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Cancelled until further notice 
 
CIRCLE OF GRACE 
The Circle of Grace (CoG) program is a Safe Environment 
lesson for students in grades K-8. Circle of Grace is scheduled 
for January 25, 2021. All students must attend this session to 
volunteer in our parish. Please submit lesson plans for CoG in 
the Google Drive by January 4th, 2021. 
 

Parents have the option to opt-out of this session by 
submitting, in writing, to the PCL. Parents will then receive 
class material to cover at home and the student is excused 
with no homework for this class. 
 
RECONCILIATION DAYS 
These days provide students the opportunity to experience the 
joys of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please encourage 
students by being positive about the Sacrament and going over 
the provided Examination of Conscience with them the week 
beforehand.  
 
MCREST 
Cancelled for 2021 
 
ALL SAINTS AND SOULS FESTIVAL 
Trunk or Treat in the spirit of All Saints and Souls Days. To 
help encourage the students, please talk about Saints leading 
up to the Holy Day. Please come dressed up as your favorite 
Saint, (however, students may wear regular costumes as 
well.) 
 
ADORATION 
On certain sessions, we will open with Adoration and 
Benediction in the Church instead of prayer in the Great Room. 
Time in the classroom will be shortened on these sessions. 
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Circle of Grace: Students in grades   
1-8 participate in the Circle of Grace* 
safe environment program required 
by the Archdiocese of Detroit.   
 
The goal of the program is to 
educate and empower students to 
actively participate in a safe 
environment for themselves and 
others, and to grow in their 

understanding and respect for their own dignity and that of 
others. One lesson is included in the RE curriculum each year.  
 
*Parents may opt-out of Circle of Grace by returning the Opt-
out form. Parents of opted-out students will receive the 
training materials to teach the lessons at home. 
 
Parent’s First Newsletter (for parents eyes only) supplements 
Circle of Grace. This newsletter contains additional information 
that will not be discussed in class. The purpose is to facilitate 
discussion of common, age-appropriate questions that may be 
brought up at home and should be explained by parents. 
 
Called to Serve: Students in High School do 
not attend the Circle of Grace class. If not 
previously attended, students participate in 
Called to Serve safe environment training 
program. Once attended, certificate is valid 
until student turns 18 years of age. 
 
Called to Serve workshops are offered throughout the 
Archdiocese. Register under the Protecting Children tab at 
www.aod.org. 
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First Reconciliation & First Eucharist  
For parents who have students preparing for the 
sacraments of reconciliation and First Eucharist, 
the following are mandatory parent meeting 
dates, with at least one parent attending. 

   Confirmation Years 1 & 2 
For parents who have students preparing for the 
sacrament of confirmation, please be aware of the 
following mandatory dates. Retreat days are required 
by the Archdiocese of Detroit before making 
confirmation.  
Please note Confirmation Year 1 students still attend 
Confirmation Liturgy, even though they will not be receiving 
the sacrament this year. 

MEETING DATE FIRST RECONCILIATION & FIRST EUCHARIST  

September 9, 2019     Parent Meeting in Church at 6:30pm 

October 14, 2019    Parent Meeting in Church at 6:30pm 

December 2, 2019    First Reconciliation during class at 6:30pm 

March 9, 2020  Parent Meeting in Church at 6:30pm 

April 27, 2020  First Eucharist rehearsal w/parents in class at 6:30pm 

May 3, 2020  First Eucharist celebration 11:00am Mass 

MEETING DATE THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

September 9, 2019 Parent meeting in Church at 6:30pm 

September 16, 2019   Confirmation Year 1 parent/sponsor session in 
church at 6:30pm 

September 21, 2019 Retreat for sponsors and students, followed by 
Commitment Mass at St. Ephrem – 10:30am-5:30pm 

March 21, 2020 Retreat for students followed by Family Mass at 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary – 10:00am-5:00pm 

March 23, 2020 Confirmation Year 2 reflection with Father Craig 

April 18, 2020 Confirmation rehearsal in church at 1pm 

April 19, 2020 Confirmation Liturgy in church at 11am 

May 4, 2020 Confirmation Year 2 sponsors in class at 6:30pm 

http://www.aod.org/our-archdiocese/protecting-children/abuse-prevention-training/called-to-serve/
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PCL:    Mr. Rob Leonardi, MAPS 
Phone:   586-264-1230 
Emergency #:   586-209-4120 
Email:   RobL@stephrems.org 
Fax:    586-264-2757 
Website:  saintephremchurch.org 
RE Secretary:  Mrs. Theresa Brown 
RE Phone:  586-264-2777 
RE Email:  ReligiousEd@stephrems.org 

  Year 1  Mrs. Pirela-Rubio 
  Year 2  Mrs. Motta 
  Year 3  Ms. Quatrine 
  Year 4  Mrs. Penkala 
  Year 5  Mrs. Leonardi and Miss LaForest 
  Year 6  Mrs. Leonardi and Miss LaForest 
Confirmation Year 1  Mrs. Yakubesan 
Confirmation Year 2  Mr. Leone and Mr. Adams 
    Out-of-Sequence  Mrs. Parys 

 
Additional Volunteers 

  Mrs. Aguilar  Mrs. Elsey 
  Mr. Kuranc  Mrs. Marinello 
  Mrs. Mizak  Mrs. Patston  


